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ST AUGUSTINE’S CHURCH 

Scaynes Hill 

 

Report to APCM 

Churchwardens’ Report 2019 

 

This period has been one of great change for St Augustine’s Church. On 29th September 2019 our 
Vicar, the Revd Lisa Barnett, announced that she had been appointed to the post of Team Rector of 

St Mary’s, Horsham. Her last service was on 29th December 2019 and on 6th February 2020 the 

parish entered into vacancy. In March public worship was suspended and churches closed due to the 

Covid-19 pandemic. Since that time the majority of our services have been online. At the start of July 

Emily Ludgate, the Youth and Children’s Worker began her maternity leave and her twins were born 
shortly afterwards. Revd Lucy Hollingsworth completed her curacy and became Assistant Priest. She 

provided invaluable help until mid-August 2020 when she left the parish to move to Seaford where 

her husband had become Vicar. 

 

Services 

 

Services continued in the usual pattern until the outbreak of the pandemic. From June 2019 the 8 

am service, previously held on 1st,3rd and 5th Sundays, was reduced to the first Sunday of the 

month only. A new mid-week Communion service was introduced on the third Sunday each month 

led by Revd Jean Sedgley with an opportunity for fellowship afterwards. This proved to be a valuable 

addition to our services particularly for older members of the congregation. Revd Lucy Hollingsworth 

continued to develop her healing and wholeness services. We are very grateful to the Ministry Team 

and to the sidespeople, lay ministers, musicians, readers, intercessors and servers for their valuable 

contributions to our worship. 

 

There were a number of special services including the Pet Service on 5th May  2019 which attracted 

many pet owners. At the end of September 2019 there was a special service of Baptism and First 

Communion when, after a course of preparation, ten children were admitted to Holy Communion 

for the first time. The Harvest Festival service in October 2019 was a wonderful celebration of 

nature. There was a full church for the Remembrance Service on 10th November which concluded 

with the Act of Remembrance around the War Memorial. All the Christmas services were very well 

attended. Highlights included the children’s nativity play and the Crib service with which our young 
people were involved and the Carol Service. Lisa’s final service on 29th December at which she said 

goodbye to the congregation was a particularly poignant and memorable occasion. 

 

Our last pre-Covid-19 service in church was held on 16th March 2020. Public worship was suspended 

the following day and on 23rd March churches were closed. The church immediately transferred 

services to YouTube and all the usual Easter services went ahead. When churches reopened for 

individual prayer on 15th June, St Augustines’s reopened for private prayer for two days each week 
and this has continued. Services remained online only until public worship resumed. From the start 

of August there has been a Said Communion Service in church on the 1st, 3rd and 5th Sundays taken 

by visiting clergy. Online services, which are pre-recorded each week, have continued with the Revd 

Jean Sedgley taking Holy Communion on 2nd and 4th Sundays. The Licensed Lay Ministers lead 

online Morning Worship on 1st, 3rd and 5th Sundays, the 1st Sunday being an All Age Service. We 

are extremely grateful to all those involved in planning, recording and putting these services 

together. 

 

Special online services during the pandemic have included, Mothering Sunday, a service to mark the 

90th anniversary of St Augustine’s becoming a separate parish, Pet Service, Services to mark the 
75th anniversary of VE Day and VJ Day and the Harvest Festival. 
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Special Events 

 

2019 marked twenty years since the dedication of the Tapestry and a special Tapestry Open 

Afternoon was held on 20th July to mark the event. The Revd Graham Mitchell, who was the Vicar 

during the creation of the tapestry and the driving force behind it, came from New Zealand to join in 

the celebrations and many of those involved in stitching and tapestry teas were able to attend the 

special occasion. 

 

A Week of Prayer was held in September with prayer stations themed around the hymn “Lord of all 
hopefulness”.  
 

The Community Audit, carried out by the Community Audit Group with the assistance of Diane 

Watts from Together in Sussex, continued during 2019 with the main community survey conducted 

in mid-October.  A visiting Mission Project Team was involved in the final stages of the process. The 

findings of the Community Audit Report helped to inform the 2020-2021 Mission Action Plan.  

 

Welcome Packs for new residents were prepared but lockdown delayed the start of distribution until 

July 2020. 

 

A special farewell lunch was held to mark Lisa’s departure and a large number of the congregation 
attended her induction at St Mary’s, Horsham. We also said goodbye to Lucy in a socially distanced 
event in the Vicarage garden. 

 

General Activities 

 

All our regular activities organised and run by a very large number of volunteers from within the 

church continued until March 2020. These included Home Groups, Lent Groups, Sunday Club, Family 

Fun, Youth Group, Open the Book, Community Lunches, Men’s and Women’s Breakfasts and the 

Anchor Coffee Shop. Sadly, with the lockdown, all of these activities and others such as flower 

arranging and distributing the Parish Magazine came to an end. We are very grateful to Debbie 

Martin, the Church Administrator, for producing the newsletter on a weekly basis and widening the 

range of its content to keep people informed and in touch during a very difficult time. We were also 

able to meet for virtual coffee via BlueJeans and one of the Home Groups continued to meet online. 

In September delivery of the Parish Magazine resumed and The Anchor Coffee reopened. 

During the Covid-19 Pandemic meetings of the PCC, the Standing Committee, the Fabric Committee 

and the Ministry Team have all taken place online. 

 

The Vacancy 

 

A draft Parish Profile was produced and discussed at the special meeting of the PCC held on 24th 

February 2020. The final version of the Parish Profile was submitted to the Acting Archdeacon of 

Horsham and the Bishop of Chichester on 20th March. The lockdown and ongoing Covid-19 

restrictions have resulted in delays to the process. The churchwardens had a meeting with Julia 

Peaty, the Acting Archdeacon of Horsham on 2nd July and were reassured that the vacancy will be 

filled but that it will take a little longer. At the beginning of September an updated version of the 

Parish Profile was sent to the Acting Archdeacon as requested. 

 

 

 

Jenny Walker 

Mark Brunet 

September 2020 
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ST AUGUSTINE’S CHURCH 

Scaynes Hill 

 

Report to APCM 

Fabric 2019 

 

There are a large number of people who, unheralded and often unseen, give time, effort, skills and 

money into not only keeping the buildings safe, dry and warm but keeping them looking good and 

welcoming. 

 

The fabric committee, convened so tactfully by Alan C, meets a fortnight before each PCC meeting so 

that any decisions that might be proposed can be taken appropriately.  Once every five years we are 

required to commission a “quinquennial” inspection of the buildings and grounds. This is undertaken 

by the architect and is very thorough. 

 

The latest report was completed in November 2018; under the heading of “general condition” it 
says: The church building is generally in excellent condition and is clearly in good hands and the 

parish are to be congratulated on what they have achieved in the last five years, including the 

construction of the Annexe. 

 

There are no structural concerns, and most of the items requiring attention are really matters of 

routine maintenance. 

 

As we look back a year, it is striking how much has been done to merit that judgement. A new casing 

has been put round the clock mechanism to keep it clean (and hopefully to allow it to keep good 

time). 

 

The memorial garden has been refreshed – new edgings, stones re-set – it looks much tidier. 

 

Trees in the front garden have been brought back under control – they had rather grown. Items from 

the last quinquennial inspection report addressed include replacement of the flaunching between 

the tower and nave roof (the concrete fillet that stops the rain penetrating) and various items which 

have worked loose being made solid (handrails on steps, top to lectern and the chancel step itself). 

 

The concept of solar panels was explored but the church energy is already sourced from 100% 

renewable supplies and, since most times that electricity is used are when it is dark, the cost (both 

carbon and financial) would far outweigh any benefits. 

 

Re-ordering the porch is under way – this will bring the floor in the porch level with the nave floor 

and provide some much neater storage – hopefully a more welcoming space than the janitorial 

cupboard we have got used to. 

 

As well as making it much easier to manoeuvre inside the porch, that will also allow us to make the 

church fully wheelchair-accessible in the not too distant future. 

 

We would like to thank all of those who contribute to the physical aspects of the parish – it would be 

invidious to pick any one out, there are so many... 

 

 

 

Mark Brunet 

September 2020 

 



                                                                                                                          
St Augustine’ Church, Scaynes Hill 

 APCM Reports 2020

 

                        Page 5 of 14 

 

 

 

 

ST AUGUSTINE’S CHURCH 

Scaynes Hill 

 

Report to APCM 

Pastoral Care 2019 

 

 

 

 

Recently the pattern of pastoral care has been with the vicar as coordinator. The team has met 

together with the vicar at regular intervals and when the interregnum began we met with Lucy. The 

events of the last few months have made this an unsustainable model.  

 

The pastoral team has continued to be in touch with members of the congregation and the team has 

been augmented by others able to carry out the practical tasks needed, particularly during 

lockdown.  

 

The whole congregation has supplemented this with continuing care for each other. This wider care 

will be important in the months ahead as a new team find a way to meet the needs of the 

congregation in challenging times 

 

 

 

 

 

Jenny Cattermole 

September 2020 
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ST AUGUSTINE’S CHURCH 

Scaynes Hill 

 

Report to APCM 

Cuckfield Deanery Synod 2019 

 

Representatives from parishes are elected to Deanery Synods at APCMs every 3rd year.  This 

election is due in 2020. Currently St. Augustine’s representatives are Steve Argent, Jenny Cattermole 
and Lynne Watkins.  Jenny has decided not to stand and we are immensely grateful for her faithful 

commitment since 2017.  From our electoral roll numbers we should now have 4 representatives so 

please think if YOU would be able to serve in this way.  Steve and Lynne are prepared to continue 

but would be very happy for new blood to take their places. 

 

Because of the delay in holding APCMs this year, current representatives remain in office until 30th 

November and the newly elected will take up office on 1st December. 

 

Most synod meetings have a speaker and, hoping to encourage new representatives to come 

forward, I’ll give a brief outline of topics up to February this year – they all feel a long time ago. 

 

 Bishop Mark spoke at Synod as part of his visitation to Cuckfield Deanery. He emphasised 

the 4 “Mores” proposed as strap lines for the Diocesan strategy:- 
 

o More Open 

o More Converted to Jesus Christ 

o More Generous 

o More Engaged 

 

 One expected speaker was Elle Weaver, Mental Health and Wellbeing Facilitator, Together in 

Sussex. She expresses: “In our churches we can play a vital role in challenging the stigma, 
fear and misunderstanding surrounding mental health.”   During the year volunteers were 
sought to be a Mental Health and Wellbeing Contact for their own church. Maria Brett is our 

Mental Health Champion at St. Augustine’s. 

 

 Speaker Cavan Wood (Reader at All Saints) spoke on Christian Care for Those with Autism.  

Reaching a diagnosis for his own son had been prolonged.   Cavan shared a number of facts 

about Autism:- 

 

o 700,000 people have been diagnosed as on the autistic spectrum 

o 34% of children on the spectrum are bullied and most not getting the help they require 

o 17% of children are suspended from school 

o 4% of children are expelled 

o It is thought that 300,000 females are undiagnosed 

 

Cavan ended by urging us, as ‘Kingdom people’, to support the vulnerable amongst us and to 

pray for carers of those with Special Needs. 

 

 Family Support Work’s CEO, Martin Auton-Lloyd, and local Practitioner Caroline Steer 

elaborated on the breadth and complexity of issues affecting so many local families. Caroline 

spoke about the variety of opportunities and interventions  – an amazing range – with which 

she provides support to them.  
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 Finally, at the Deanery Day 2020 in February 2020, the speaker was the Rt. Rev Julian 

Henderson, Bishop of Blackburn & President of the Church of England Evangelical Council. 

The theme was Bridging the Divide – Proclaiming Christ in a Secular Society.  The Bishop 

opened by saying how the divide between church and society is growing despite the UK’s 
strong Christian heritage; his message was inspirational: 

 

o Our predecessors were “Prayer Warriors”. To realise ‘Thy Kingdom Come’ we must 
constantly pray for non-Christians. We have lost our sense of the power of prayer. 

“More things have been wrought by prayer than this world dreams of” (Tennyson) 
o Contact: being involved in the world and not become Christian ghettos. The gospel 

imperative to “Go and make disciples” means meeting people where they are 

o Compromise: find ways of offering contact and pastoral care e.g. funerals 

o Accessible services: Many in our culture find communion difficult to cope with and 

services do not underpin the fact that “The Church is the only organisation that does not 
exist for itself but for those that live outside it” (William Temple) 

o Going against the flow: There is a strong tendency for us to go with the majority. OT 

story was one of failure – prophets strove against the worship of the day. NT disciples 

were going against the flow. If we feel the same as the culture around us we are not 

“salt” & “light”.  We need courage to be against the flow and be Christ centred. 
o Boldness: Came from the Acts of the Holy Spirit through the disciples.  We need a dose 

of the Holy Spirit to speak up and out whatever the cost 

o Re-formation: Required to re-connect. When re-connecting we will hold to faithfulness 

according to what we have received and be awake to God’s purposes 

 

Deanery Synod acts as a link between parish PCCs, the Diocesan Synod and the General Synod. The 

main functions of a Deanery Synod are to discuss and reflect on matters concerning the Church of 

England as they affect the deanery and ‘to promote in the deanery the whole mission of the church 

– pastoral, evangelistic, social and ecumenical.’ The synod provides a forum for airing parish views, 
to receive communications about Diocesan Synod decisions and to refer to Diocesan Synod matters 

of concern.   Except during the current restrictions, Cuckfield Deanery Synod Meetings have been an 

opportunity to bring together views from the parishes, share opportunities and problems and we 

convene in our ‘cluster’ groups to pray.  The churches in our own eastern cluster are: Ardingly, 

Horsted Keynes, Lindfield and West Hoathly with Highbrook.  Everyone is welcome at Synod 

meetings. 

 

 

 

Lynne Watkins  

September 2020 
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 ST AUGUSTINE’S CHURCH 

Scaynes Hill 

 

Report to APCM 

Electoral Roll 2019 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
The number of members on the current Electoral Roll is 133, of whom 76 reside in the parish. 

 

This compares with 129 at the time of the last APCM. 

 
 

 

 

 

David Sawney 

September 2020 
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ST AUGUSTINE’S CHURCH 

Scaynes Hill 

 

Report to APCM 

Youth and Children’s Work 2019 

 

Much has happened during this period and there have been some significant changes. Emily 

Ludgate, our Youth and Children’s Worker, is currently on maternity leave having given birth to twins 
at the beginning of July. From March 2020 all our usual children and youth activities have been 

affected by the Covid-19 pandemic. 

 

In 2019 a group of ten children were prepared for their First Communion. The meetings, which 

involved parents were held on Sunday afternoons to explore the different parts of the Communion 

Service and what it means. The special service of Baptism and First Communion was held on 29th 

September 2019 and afterwards refreshments, including a celebration cake, were served. 

A highlight of the All Age Services was the children’s Nativity Play written and produced by two of 

our young people. All of the young people were involved in a wonderful puppet show of the 

Christmas story which formed part of the Crib Service.  Since the Covid-19 crisis our All Age Services 

have been online. 

 

Until March 2020 Sunday Club ran alongside the 10 am service and Family Fun sessions were held 

each month with a mixture of crafts, story, games and songs followed by a buffet tea for families. 

The Family Fun Fireworks was a very successful event with a turnout of 87 people. With the closure 

of churches Sunday Club and Family Fun came to an end.  Alternative ways of keeping in touch with 

church families have been found including Emily’s online Easter garden making. During lockdown 
Emily established a system of sending activity packs out to families by post each week and since the 

maternity leave started this has been maintained on a monthly basis.  

 

Our strong links with St Augustine’s School continued with class visits to the church for the Week of 
Prayer in September and school services in the church at Harvest and Christmas.  Unfortunately, the 

end of term service could not take place in July but we have purchased Bibles to be given out this 

term. The Open the Book Team embarked on a third year of bringing the Bible to life in collective 

worship at St Augustine’s School however the Covid-19 situation has prevented Open the Book from 

taking place in recent months. 

 

Youth Group members enjoyed a wide range of activities and events. Several young people took part 

in May Camp 2019 and in November a large group went to the Mini May Camp taster session. Due 

to Covid-19 Youth Group was unable to continue and this remains the situation. Plans were made to 

provide maternity cover for Emily from the start of the new school year in September and 

arrangements were being made to restart Youth Group using youth leaders from Sussex Clubs for 

Young People. Unfortunately, there were many challenges and it was decided that Youth Group 

would not restart at the present time. The situation will be reviewed in the Spring / Summer of 2021. 

 

 

 

 

Jenny Walker 

September 2020 

 

 

  



                                                                                                                          
St Augustine’ Church, Scaynes Hill 

 APCM Reports 2020

 

                        Page 10 of 14 

 

ST AUGUSTINE’S CHURCH 

Scaynes Hill 

 

Report to APCM 

Family Support Work 2019 

 

2019 was another busy year for FSW. A full range of activities for families took place during the 

Summer holidays. Collections of food and toys helped families being supported by FSW to celebrate 

Christmas. Fundraising events included providing teas for 15 Open Gardens which raised almost 

£7000. FSW was fortunate to receive a small number of legacies which enabled two new Support 

Practitioners to be appointed. 

 

Caroline Steer, the FSW Support Practitioner for Cuckfield Deanery supports around thirty families 

with a variety of needs. During the summer of 2019 she organised several outings and eight children 

went to Downsview for 5-day long Christian Summer camps.  The weekly drop-in at Saltwork Cafe in 

Haywards Heath continued along with Lego Therapy, Homework Club and Young Carers. Families 

enjoyed the Christmas party and each family received a hamper and a fresh turkey. 

 

Fundraising events organised by church FSW representatives included a successful Quiz Night at the 

Centenary Hall and a fantastic Exercise Day held at All Saints, Lindfield. The annual Spring Supper 

however, planned for 13th March was cancelled at short notice due to the spread of the virus. 

The outbreak of Covid-19 has had a huge impact on the work of FSW. Most of the staff Head Office 

in Garton House were furloughed.  Support Practitioners and Playworkers were not able to meet 

with families and children during lockdown. There were however generous donations of food 

deliveries and financial support. Due to Covid-19 concerns FSW does not intend to run any planned 

activities for children outside of school. Some charitable events are now beginning to be organised. 

Since the start of the pandemic Caroline has been supporting families with regular, socially distanced 

doorstep visits making deliveries of food, craft items, puzzles, books and clothes. Unfortunately, 

none of the usual Summer activities for children was able to go ahead. All of the groups that Caroline 

normally runs  have come to an end for the foreseeable future. 

 

Deanery Committee meetings resumed in June via Zoom. Members expressed their thanks to Ann 

Martin who has stepped down as chair. She is succeeded by Bernadette Gooding, the FSW 

representative from St Wilfrid’s Church, Haywards Heath. 
 

 

 

Jenny Walker 

September 2020 
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ST AUGUSTINE’S CHURCH 

Scaynes Hill 

 

Report to APCM 

Coffee Shop 2019 

 

2019 was a good year for the Anchor Coffee Shop. 

 

We had our regular visits from St Augustine’s Primary school, with talks by Jenny Walker followed by 
drinks and cakes provided by Debbie Martin. It’s always lovely to see the children, and they are so 
polite and well-behaved! 

 

In June we held a ‘Cupcake Day’ in support of Alzheimer’s Society which raised £175. It is a disease 
that has touched many of us in church, and some of our regular customers who don’t come to 
church too, so it was especially relevant and poignant. 

 

We were visited by a small team from Haywards Heath Baptist Church who were looking for some 

pointers and inspiration on running their own coffee shop. 

 

The local nursery school have been regular visitors, sometimes with fourteen children; sometimes 

just four or five, but everyone enjoys seeing them and hearing the laughter as they play with toys in 

the hall.  

 

2020 began as usual, with numbers steady although down on previous years, and the number of 

helpers – particularly leaders – was approaching critical, but we managed to keep going. At this point 

thanks must go to Bobby Whittome who has been a stalwart, and Lynne Watkins who signed up as a, 

much needed, regular leader. 

 

Our annual donation to Macmillan Cancer Care went out earlier than usual this year in memory of 

Jean Elphick, who had come to Coffee Shop all through her cancer treatment, and whose sweet 

nature touched everyone who knew her. She is sadly missed.  

 

Coffee Shop was fairly quiet in January and February, although our core group of customers are very 

faithful, and it is very definitely a central event in their week. It reminds us that this is such an 

impactful ministry for the church. 

 

On Shrove Tuesday, Jenny Walker did sterling duty with her delicious pancakes – ably assisted by 

Nicky Morris - although, again, numbers were significantly down on previous years. 

 

The health crisis due to coronavirus meant that we had to close Coffee Shop on March 17
th.

We did 

make sure that we had a list of our regulars, and were able to make sure they had details of contact 

points for help (practical help or just to talk on the phone) whilst movement was restricted due to 

‘social distancing’. 
 

It was with very heavy hearts that we closed the doors, knowing that it is such an important contact 

point for some of our most vulnerable friends. 

 

In September we were finally able to open again, although it feels very different with our regulatory 

measures in place. 
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When we began to look at the possibility of re-opening, we contacted the regular visitors – many of 

whom are elderly, vulnerable and even shielding - and asked them if they would come…there was a 
resounding response of ‘Yes! When can we come?’ 
 

We re-opened on September 8
th

, with social distancing in place; sanitising stations at each entrance; 

and table service to ensure there was as little movement (and therefore possible cross-

contamination) as possible. 

 

We had tables set up in the side aisle of the church to enable better social distancing, and allow 

larger numbers if that was needed. 

 

Jenny W remained in the kitchen, and Gaynor looked after seating and table service, again limiting 

contact as much as we could. 

 

It was lovely to see people again. Everyone seemed quite comfortable with the arrangements – and 

they were all delighted to see their friends after such a long time. 

 

One lady said ‘You don’t know how much it means to me to be able to come here and see my 
friends. I’ve missed this so much’. 
 

It is good to know how much of a link the coffee shop provides to so many, and reaffirms the value 

of our outreach in this – although it is not overtly ‘church’, it is a link in this community, and a place 
where people feel safe. 

 

Coffee Shop has also been a good base from which to invite people to Parish Lunches, and the take-

up has been quite significant on those occasions, particularly from our non-church folk – which is 

really what we hope for! 

 

Special thanks to all of our regular helpers and bakers; to Ursula Brunet who ensures we have sugar 

and cleaning supplies to hand; and to Thomas Martin who made quite an impression with his baking 

skills…especially the cheese scones.   
 

This year has been very odd in many ways, but if we can keep coffee shop open it can be a tiny 

beacon of hope and community for people who really have few other options for connection with 

others. 

 

At time of writing, we do not know how long we will be able to remain open but, while we can, we 

will. 

 

 

 

 

 

Gaynor Deal 

Jenny Walker 

September 2020 
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ST AUGUSTINE’S CHURCH 

Scaynes Hill 

 

Report to APCM 

Safeguarding Report 2019 

 

 

No safeguarding concerns have been raised this year. 

 

The Cuckfield Deanery review went exceptionally well and they were very impressed by the detail 

and thoroughness of our record keeping and processes. All PCC members need to be DBS enhanced 

checked and that has now been done. 

 

DBS checks can be done with the documents being scanned and emailed (rather than physically 

sent), or shown via video link. They must be brought on the first day of work. Expired driving licenses 

which expired/will expire between February 2019 - December 2020 can still be used, as can 

passports within 6 months of their expiry date. 

 

C1 training can be done as an E-course which will need to be done in November. C2 training had to 

be cancelled due to Covid 19 restrictions, but is now available as an online course, which will be 

circulated to those who need. 

 

Covid 19 raised several safeguarding issues, especially with the use of online technology. It was 

agreed that there would be no online meetings with children and the ‘Blue Jean’ post church coffee 

mornings would be held with safeguarding guidelines: no children on their own, no individual chats, 

minimum of three people in a chat. Gaynor is now running the Blue Jean coffee mornings. 

 

 

 

 

 

Nic Calvey 

October 2020 

  



                                                                                                                          
St Augustine’ Church, Scaynes Hill 

 APCM Reports 2020

 

                        Page 14 of 14 

 

 

ST AUGUSTINE’S CHURCH 

Scaynes Hill 

 

Report to APCM 

St Augustine’s School 2019 
 

This has been an exceptionally different year at St Augustine’s school.  Schools are always busy 

places and the expectations around what they have to do seem to increase year on year.  

 

2019 saw the usual school activities taking place.  Forest School continued to go from strength to 

strength, and the Open the Book teams from both St Augustine’s Church and Lindfield United 
Reform Church were active, and extremely popular, underpinning the school’s commitment to 
collective worship – and also their own core values.  Emily’s visits were always greeted with 
enthusiasm by the children. 

 

With Lisa leaving for Horsham, and Emily going on maternity leave, the church presence in the 

school has been limited to the Open the Book team and the Foundation Governors. Of course the 

Covid-19 issue then limited all connections with the school as the staff tried to follow an ever-

changing set of directives – often at very short notice. One particular set of instructions was given on 

a Friday afternoon, with schools expected to implement them on Monday morning!  

 

2020 has been a challenge beyond anything we have ever expected from schools and teaching staff. 

Mrs Tilney and her team have not just coped, but gone above and beyond in every area. 

Teaching staff had to plan lessons for online classes and for the children who were still attending 

each day; twice the work and with very little national recognition of just how much they were – and 

still are – giving to the children in their care. 

 

As school was closed for most children from March, Year 6 pupils did not have their usual end of 

school celebrations, and the traditional visit to church for two year groups to receive their Bibles did 

not happen at the end of the summer term. 

 

This has been largely rectified by the distribution of Bibles during the Harvest Assembly, which took 

place with a much-reduced cast of Jenny Walker and Debbie Martin sharing the story of Ruth and 

Naomi, linking into how Food Banks help others. 

 

With Lisa’s departure, and Kerry Jones finishing her term as Foundation Governor, I took my place 
alongside Sue Will as another Foundation Governor late last year. It’s a challenge, but really 
enjoyable. 

 

We have a strong team of committed governors who support and challenge the school, but right 

now life itself is enough of a challenge and I hope you will all join me in applauding the dedication of 

Mrs Tilney and her entire staff. They have been utterly amazing.  

 

With thanks to the whole church family for your continued support for the school: financial, practical 

and spiritual.  

 

If you want to know more about the school, the school’s website has lots of information. The 
school’s weekly newsletter can be found there.  
http://www.st-augustines.w-sussex.sch.uk/ 

Gaynor Deal 

Foundation Governor 

October 2020 

http://www.st-augustines.w-sussex.sch.uk/

